
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alisa Murchek is the new Vice President Patient Care 

Services and Chief Nursing Officer for Franciscan Health 

Dyer/Hammond/Munster effective January 30, 2017.   

Alisa rejoined Franciscan as a rehire in August 2016 and 

has served for the past six months as Director of 

Emergency Services for the three campuses.  

 Preceding her return, Alisa was Associate Director of 

Nursing of University of Illinois and Health Sciences 

System in Chicago with responsibility over multiple 

Nursing areas, including ICU, E.D., In and Out Patient 

Services.   

Alisa also serves as Adjunct faculty for UIC College of 

Nursing/Governors State University. 
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NURSING  NEWSLETTER 
  

If a patient is identified as being a high fall risk, an 

initiative is that the nursing staff will provide the patient 

with a yellow fall bundle.  This bundle includes a 

yellow lap blanket and yellow non-skid slippers that 

are to follow the patient throughout the facility to 

signify they are a fall risk.   

Please remember to send the patient with the yellow 

blanket and slippers and that these items return with 

the patient from the ancillary department. 

Fall Prevention 

 

New Critical Care Leadership Team are 

Welcomed! 
 

 

Jennifer Creighton, BSN, RN is the new manager for ICU 

and CVU at Franciscan Health Dyer.  She obtained her 

BSN from Purdue University West Lafayette as her 

second degree, with her first Bachelor of Science in 

Athletic Training.  She has IMCU, ICU and NICU 

experience.  Jennifer started her new role on 

November 1st. 

 

 

Rachel Nowaczyk, MSN, RN is the new manager of 

IMCU at Franciscan Health Hammond.  She comes to 

us from Metro South and is also a former Franciscan 

Alliance Alum!  Rachel has extensive background in 

Neuro ICU and brings that experience and enthusiasm 

to her new role! 

 

 

Tim Rogers MBA, BSN, RN is the new manager for ICU at 

Franciscan Health Hammond.  He obtained his BSN 

from Illinois State University and most recently obtained 

his Master of Business Administration from Saint Xavier 

University Graham School of Management.  Tim has ICU 

and Neuro/Spine Surgical Nursing care experience. 
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The Pharmacy staff is working diligently to complete medication 

histories upon admission and discharge Monday-Friday during normal 

business hours on every patient they can see.  This is being done to 

assist nursing so they may complete other important tasks of the 

admission/discharge processes.  For pharmacy to keep track of the 

patient’s that they have already performed or need to perform 

Medication Reconciliation on, please remember the following: 

  

1.  If you as the nurse are only reviewing the patient’s medication history and 

pharmacy has already completed the medication reconciliation, do NOT change 

the med list status.  If Pharmacy has already completed the Med Rec, you will see 

this:    

 
To denote that you as the nurse have reviewed the medication history and not 

made any changes to it, you need to mark it as reviewed: 

 
  

2.  If you as the nurse are completing the medication reconciliation before 

pharmacy staff have seen the patient you would then change the med list status 

to: 

 
                   

3.  For this process to work successfully, a nurse should never select “pharmacy 

complete” or “pharm tech complete” in the Med List Status.  

 

This could lead to Pharmacy Staff not reviewing home medications thinking this 

already been performed by another member of the pharmacy team. 

Pharmacy Reminder:  Medication Reconciliation 

 



 

 

NURSING  NEWSLETTER  

MRSA Screening Tool 
Historically, we used the form “MRSA SCREENING TOOL/PHYSICIAN ORDER SHEET” as a way to 

capture the MRSA screening and in the pre-Epic day, to order the MRSA Swab and Isolation. 

Medical Records was having the physician sign all of these sheets because it was listed as a 

“Physician Order Sheet” even though we placed the MRSA Swab and Isolation order in Epic. 

This process has not been hardwired by the physicians, and we were being penalized by 

having delinquent charts. 

Health Information Mangaement has asked if we could go ahead and revise the form, using 

it only as a SCREENING TOOL, The new SCREENING TOOL can be found under “forms” on the 

intranet. 

Please throw away any copies of the old version 
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Exciting New Doctorate of Nursing Practice 

program being offered by University of St. Francis! 
 

 

 



 

 

NURSING  NEWSLETTER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Alaris Pump Scanning 

compliance has room for 

improvement. Utilize the resources 

provided to you for our patient’s 

safety 

Our target is 90%...some units are 

doing great, others have room for 
improvement! 
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SKILLS DAY 
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PACE PROGRAM 
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EPIC UPDATES 
 

 
 

 



 

 

NURSING NEWSLETTER 
               

      

           

 

 

Brianne O’Rourke, RN (4C Rehab) passed and received her Certified Rehabilitation 

Registered Nurse certification on December 14, 2016. 

 

Congratulations to Natalie Pelletier MSN, RN, Cath Lab on completion of her MSN tested for 

the national CNL certification from St. Xavier. 

 

Congratulations are also in order for Diana Giordano, MSN, RN, FNP-BC from Educational 

Services, who just passed her Nurse Practitioner Boards! 

 

 

Deborah Mullin     M-Med Surg 

Morgan Cullings D-4C 

Keith Warren M-ED 

Nikki Ingram D-7C 

Mark Kopilash M-MedSurg 

Lauren McCracken H-7E 

Ayesha Gudmalin H-IMCU 

Sherri Hammons D-7C 

Welcome to our New Nurses 

 

    

 

 

For suggestions or submissions to the Nursing Notes Newsletter, please contact Ina Hodges in Educational 

Services at 933-2071 or Ina.Hodges@FranciscanAlliance.org 
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